Mohawk Hudson Land Conservancy 

Adopt a Forest Parcel Program 
Rules for Participation 
Community gardens have become common and popular in many urban and suburban areas and their numerous benefits have been documented.  MHLC sees a potential for some of its forested lands and would like to expand this concept of a shared community resource to include some of its forested areas close to Albany.  
· Normans Kill East –12 acres on Delaware Ave. just across the Normans Kill from the City of Albany

· Normans Kill West – 30 acres at the end of Normans Kill Boulevard in the Town of Bethlehem approximately 1 mile from the Albany City line.
· Schiffendecker – 39 acres on Bender Lane in Glenmont behind Walmart.  

Goals: 

· To get families and children out into the woods to learn about woodlands and nature.

· To provide families, youth groups, and other interested groups who have no acreage of their own, to play, work, and enjoy a wooded parcel as their own.

· To provide youth and other organizations with the opportunity to develop new skills and explore career options in the natural resources. 

· To give families and youth groups the opportunity to contribute to creating a healthy environment in their local community.

· To develop appreciation and support for the value of woodlands in urban/suburban settings.

· To increase awareness of and increase vigilance for invasive species including such serious tree pests (ie emerald ash borer, wooly adelgid, Asian long horned beetle etc.) 

Fundamentals of the Forest Parcel Program

Eligible Participants:
· Youth groups with an adult who agrees to be the contact person and supervise activities. 

· Schools with an adult who agrees to be contact person and supervise activities
· Community organizations 

· Families
· Adult individuals 

Application procedure:

· All applicants must apply in person annually.

· Each organization, family, or individual applying for a parcel must be or become a member of MHLC ($40 annual membership) if a parcel is assigned.
· Parcels will be assigned on a first come first serve basis. Not all parcels will be the same size.

· It is hoped that parcels will be adopted on an ongoing basis with an annual renewal by the group.  

Orientation/ Planning

· At least one adult from each group must meet in person with MHLC for an orientation on the program and walk their parcel with MHLC to make sure of the boundaries. 

· A general plan for the year will be developed indicating the type of activities that conducted on the property.  (hikes, nature journals, forts, fairy forts, collecting materials for art projects, invasive species removal, etc.)
Parcels:
· Parcels will be marked to indicate approximate borders.

· Parcels will vary in size (in the range of 2 or more acres) depending on the terrain, access, and other natural features.

· Parcels will be laid out to minimize interference with the public trails on the properties. 
· MHLC will work with parcel adopters to develop connections from the public trails to the parcel.  
· Participants must respect and remain within their plots 

· Participants must keep public trails clear 
· As MHLC cannot protect individual items, participants should not store personal items, tools on their parcels.  

Uses:
All uses will be consistent with the stewardship plan that will be prepared for the entire property. MHLC will meet with each parcel adopter in March to discuss plans and goals for the coming year on their parcel.  All of the group’s activities for the year must be consistent with the plan and under the supervision of the group leader.  Given the diversity of the land and the groups using it, uses will vary and will be dependent on the interests and skills of the group and the parcel’s natural resources.  This program is designed for those interested in non commercial uses of MHLC properties.  Possible uses that might be considered include:

· Exploring, enjoying, learning about the woods and plant and animal species that live in them

· Limited collection of non-living things such as nuts, fungi, vines, seeds for craft or educational uses

· Woodland research and experiments (bud burst, stream monitoring, nature journals)
· Building temporary structures such as stick forts or fairy houses as long as made from natural materials

· Selective cutting of invasive trees as determined by stewardship plan

· Planting of native plant species 

· Production of agroforestry products such as ramps, ginseng under Cornell Cooperative Ext. guidelines 

· Building bridges, steps, other structures consistent with MHLC stewardship plan and with MHLC permission. 

· Outdoor skills and survival skill programs

· Overnight camping and/or campfires may be considered at an appropriate preserve owned by MHLC on a limited basis.  
Prohibited Items and Uses:

· Smoking, Alcoholic beverages 

· Planting of non-native plant species 

· Chemical pesticides  

· Trash – Carry in Carry out.  
· Collection and/or removal of native plants 
· Cutting living branches or trees unless part of stewardship plan 

· Swimming

· Hunting and trapping

· Soil disturbance that results in erosion 
· Collecting of any animals other than insects
· Motorized vehicles (unless approved by MHLC to haul materials) 

· Fencing (unless approved by MLHC to control wildlife from plantings, or research areas)
· Planting of ANY plant or fungi that is illegal or will be used for illegal purposes.  
· Overnight camping 
· Campfires 

MHLC requires advanced notification of activities open to participants beyond the members of the adopting group.
Expectations:

· All participants will visit/use their plot on at least on average once a month during from May to October.  MHLC regularly monitors its preserves and will contact participants if issues negatively impacting another parcel or public use is encountered.  If problems persist or worsen without hearing from you, your plot will be reassigned and you may not be invited to return the following season
· Participants must sign the register at the kiosk

· Anyone not using their plot will be contacted to determine their continued interest.  

· Participants are expected to help with a minimum of one work day per year on their preserve or a nearby one. 

Failure to abide by these rules may result in termination without prior notice of the group’s authorization to use the property irrespective of any term or period of time agreed upon for such use.  MHLC reserves the right to terminate the use of the property at any time. 
Talk to Us!! 

We are committed to providing each of our participants with a positive environment equipped with all of the information and knowledge needed to make plots as enjoyable as possible; communication is key!  Each preserve has a preserve steward who regularly checks on the preserve for any problems such as down trees, trail maintenance and other issues that affect the use and safety of visitors.  MHLC staff is available by email or phone to answer questions and provide guidance and are willing to meet with individuals and groups on site. 
Resources Available to our Participants
Staff Support
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