
 
The Helderberg Escarpment is a 
unique natural area in Albany 
County, New York, rising 1000 
feet above suburbs of the nation’s 
55th largest metropolitan area.  
The Escarpment is home to John 
Boyd Thacher State Park, visited 
by over one quarter  million peo-
ple annually. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Indian Ladder, 1927 

The Helderberg Escarpment 
Planning Guide provides for the 
first time a comprehensive study of the 
environment in a 60 square mile area 
on and near the Escarpment. 
 

 
Developed over a ten-year period by 
an award-winning intermunicipal plan-
ning committee, the Guide examines 
the geology, soils, hydrology, flora and 
fauna, agriculture, aesthetics, rec-
reation, history, present land use and 
zoning, noise and electromagnetic 
radiation of this unique area.  Planners, 
municipal  off ic ials, developers 
residents, and anyone else wishing to 
better understand the special character 
of the Helderberg Escarpment region 
will find the Guide an invaluable 
resource. 

The Helderberg Escarpment Planning Committee was awarded an Erastus Corning II 
Achievement Award for Intermunicipal Cooperation in 1992 from the Capital District Regional 
Planning Commission.  Preparation of this Guide has been supported by grants from the New 
York State Council on the Arts and the Open Space Institute. 


