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Intruders!  Aliens may be among us…  
Members of the Fort Orange Garden Club gave a presentation 
on the Emerald Ash Borer and the Asian Long Horned Beetle 
that pose a potentially serious threat to both forest and urban 
trees.  
An Emerald Ash Borer (EAB) infestation was identified in 2009 
in Cattaraugus County. Ash trees make up approximately 7% 
of all the trees in the state, all of which could be at risk if this 
beetle spreads throughout NY.  The adult EAB is a small beetle 
with metallic green wings and a coppery red or purple abdomen.  
Larvae feed in tunnels just under the bark destroying tissues 
that transport water and nutrients throughout the tree.  Signs 
of infection are die back of the canopy, often at the top first and 
extensive sprouting of new shoots from the roots and trunk.  
The Asian Longhorned Beetle (ALB) kills trees in a similar 
manner to the EAB.  This insect attacks a wider variety of 
species including maples, willow, poplar, and birch.  Adults 
emerge through three-quarter-inch holes in the bark.  In 
2008, the insect was found in a Worcester Massachusetts 
neighborhood.  Now a 74 square mile area is under Federal 
and State regulations to eradicate the beetle by preventing 
movement of materials that could host populations of the 
beetle, including fire wood, nursery stock, and green lumber.  
Jerry Carlson from the DEC discussed oak wilt, a fungal 
disease that plugs the water transporting tissues of oak trees.  
Affected trees wilt and die, often in a matter of weeks.  Oak 
wilt was confirmed for the first time in New York in  September 
2008, in Glenville, Schenectady County. 
To prevent the spread of these species, home and forest 
owners should learn to recognize the symptoms and all fire 
wood should be purchased and consumed within 50 miles 
from its source in New York State.  More information on 
invasive insects, diseases, and wildlife can be found on the 
DEC website: www.dec.ny.gov/animals/265.html

Currently, Scott has set two goals 
for himself.  The first is to be active locally, which led to get-
ting involved with 
Friends of the 
Rail Trail (FORT) 
and now taking 
on stewardship of 
the Schiffendecker 
Farm Preserve. 
His second goal 
is to spend more 
time with friends 
and family.   We’re 
thrilled he’s volun-
teering his time and expertise with MHLC. 

(Continued from page 1)Carol Knox Memorial 
On June 15, friends and family of Carol Knox gathered along 
the Normans Kill to remember her and dedicate a small bridge 
in her memory.  Carol, an untiring environmental activist and  
MHLC board member from 
1998 to 2001, died in 2001. 
The bridge with attached 
benches was built late last 
fall by Robby Joyce as his 
Eagle Scout project.  It 
provides a restful site to 
enjoy the creek and the 
wildlife that inhabits the 
surrounding fields. Carol’s parents, Mr. & Mrs. Knox

Bethlehem Trails Day 2010 
We celebrated National Trails Day 2010 on June 5th  with ac-
tivities at each of our preserves in Bethlehem.  The goals for 
the day included increasing awareness of MHLC and our pre-
serves in the community, building membership, and attracting 
more volunteers to help with our preserves.  We were suc-
cessful with all of these goals!

The live owls 
were the big-
gest attraction 
of the day.  
Bird rehabili-
tator Richele 
Ford brought 
several of her 
rescued rap-
tors and cap-
tivated kids 
and adult with 
the birds and 
information on 
their life his-
tory.  Other 

activities included insect and wildflower identification, an his-
torical display, information on stormwater and wetlands, and 
development of a new trail at our Schiffendecker Farm Pre-
serve.  
While this was only a one day event, the trails are open year 
round for public enjoyment.  All of the Bethlehem properties 
are great for a short afternoon or evening stroll in the woods 
and dogs are welcome.  You might forget that you are only five 
miles from downtown Albany!
Thanks so much to all of the volunteers who made the day a 
success.  And thanks to the following sponsors who provided 
support for the day:  Java Jazz Café, Interim Healthcare, Stew-
art’s Shops, and Price Chopper.  

Mark your calendar for 
“An Autumn Afternoon”, MHLC’s annual fall benefit
Sunday, September 26, 2010    12:30 - 4:00 p.m.  

The Pruyn House, Town of Colonie
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Special Hikes to Special Places, Fall 2010
Come relax, refresh, and renew your whole self in beautiful scenery.

Register at 436-6346. If you want to meet us at a preserve, please notify MHLC staff.  Bring lunch and waterproof 
boots to all hikes. 

September 14 ( (Tuesday) HUYCK PRESERVE: We will hike in the 2000 acre preserve in Rensselaerville. Come see why this hamlet 
made statewide news as one of New York’s “Seven to Save” historic locations by the Preservation League of New York State. We will walk 
to the new overlook on top of Rensselaerville Falls as well as on the trail along Lake Myosotis. The research on salamanders, decomposer 
food web, and their links to global warming brought the Preserve international recognition. We will meet at 10:00 am at Slingerlands 
Community Church, 1499 New Scotland Road, to carpool. 
September 20 (Monday) MOSHER MARSH: You are invited to come and meander through a beautiful marsh land. The 43 acre wetlands 
and woodlands have nature trails looping the preserve and a 300 foot board walkway, and an historic family cemetery. There are four 
potholes created to attract wood ducks. The preserve is located in Montgomery County in Amsterdam. We will meet at 10:00 am at the Elm 
Avenue Park and Ride in Delmar to carpool to the preserve. 
September 29 (Wednesday) SCHIFFENDECKER FARM PRESERVE: How many beautiful preserves are located minutes from Walmart?! 
This 39 acre-preserve is located between Old Kenwood Road and Bender Lane in Glenmont. It features wooded hills, streams, and ravines. 
Once a farm in the 1800’s, beavers replaced cows as friendly neighbors.  We will meet at 10:30 am at the Elm Avenue Park and Ride in 
Delmar to carpool to the preserve. 
October 7 (Thursday) BARBER PROPERTY: We will enjoy seeing hawks and other soaring birds enjoy this beautiful spot just outside 
the hamlet of Clarksville, thanks to abundant air currents. This beautiful 287-acre property is located between steep ridges separating the 
Hannacroix and Onesquethaw watersheds. We will meet at 10:00 am at Slingerlands Community Church, 1499 New Scotland Road, to 
carpool. 
October 19 (Tuesday) DAVID AND SANDRA GEISINGER CONSERVATION EASEMENT;   We will hike on trails at the Geisinger’s 
beautiful 67 acre property named “Dorema.” There are two ponds, rolling hills, beautiful forests, small waterfalls, meadows and abundant fall 
color. The property is located in Princetown in Schenectady County. The hike, led by one or both of the owners, will also include a genuine 
Adirondack lean-to where we are invited to bring our picnic lunches.  We will meet at 10:30 am at Slingerlands Community Church, 1499 
New Scotland Road, to carpool. 

The Mohawk Hudson Land Conservancy is partially funded by the New York Conservation Partnership Program
administered by the Land Trust Alliance Northeast Program with support from the State of New York.


