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David and Sandra Geisinger 
 
In early December 2007, Sandra and David Geisinger real-
ized a long-term goal by donating a conservation agreement 
to the Conservancy to protect their 67 scenic acres in 
Princetown, Schenectady County.  They also made a gener-
ous donation to the Conservancy’s Stewardship Endowment 
Fund which will insure that MHLC has the ability to protect 
the agreement in perpetuity.  The property on Ennis Road is 
mainly wooded with some open meadows.  It also has wa-
terfalls, ponds, wetlands, and streams in the watershed of 
Sandsea Kill, which enters the Mohawk a few miles north at 
Pattersonville.  
 
Sandra and David wanted a conservation agreement  
because they believe that owning land carries an obligation 
to manage it responsibly, balancing the health of plant and 
animal habitats with the needs of future generations of own-
ers.  They had actively tried to donate a conservation agree-
ment, but could not find an acceptable land conservation 
organization unti l 
MHLC expanded its 
service area to include 
Schenectady County. 
 
This land had been 
originally settled in the 
first part of the 19th 
century.  In the 1940s 
a previous owner 
opened the property to 
nearby Camp Patter-
sonville for overnight 
campouts, and these 
continue today to the 
Geisingers’ great 
pleasure.  David re-
cently built an Adiron-
dack lean-to at the 
edge of Muriel Pond, 
so that many more 
groups of pre-teen 
children can experi-
ence the excitement of 
sleeping outside in 
nature. 

 
 

(Continued on page 3) 

Support for Conservation Partnership 
Program Grows in New Spitzer Budget 
 
One of New York State’s most successful environmental 
protection programs will double in size if the state Legisla-
ture agrees with Gov. Eliot Spitzer’s plan to increase the 
Conservation Partnership Program to $2 million annually.  
Under this program the Land Trust Alliance re-grants  
money from the Environmental Protection Fund (EPF) to 
land trusts like the Mohawk Hudson Land Conservancy for 
capacity building, land acquisition, and education.  Three 
years ago, MHLC was awarded a two-year grant that al-
lowed us to hire Executive Director Jill Knapp.  With pro-
fessional staff on board, and a permanent office in Slinger-
lands, our ability to save special places in the Mohawk 
Hudson Region has been greatly strengthened. 
 
The success of the Alliance’s Conservation Partnership 
Program has inspired the Spitzer Administration to pro-
pose two new partnership programs, one to be adminis-
tered by Parks & Trails New York and the other by the 
New York Preservation League.  Nationally, the program 
is starting to be recognized in the land trust community as 
a successful model for other states to follow. 
 
Again this year, several MHLC board members and staff  
participated in the Land Trust Alliance’s annual lobby day 
at the State Capitol, visiting elected officials, thanking 
them for their past support and urging an expansion of the 
EPF.  The announcement of this year’s Conservation Part-
nership Program grant awardees is scheduled for some 
time in April. 
              Jeff Jones 

      Jeff Leon 
David and Sandra Geisinger 

  
 

               Hank Stebbins 
A Waterfall on the Geisinger’s Property                
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President’s Message 
 
Are You Aggravated Enough? 
 
Are you a member of the Mohawk Hudson Land Conservancy? 
 
We consider you a member of the Conservancy when you make a dona-
tion in support of our mission of saving special places.  For the past cou-
ple of years our membership has hovered around 500 households with a 
few local businesses sprinkled in. 
 

But the numbers don’t do justice to the quality of our members.   
 

• They are loyal.  Some have been contributing since 1992.  Others continue to sup-
port us even when they move away from the Capital Region! 

• They are generous.  They give at the higher membership levels and bid at our si-
lent auction.  Many (about 100 last year) contribute their time as volunteers. 

• They connect us with the communities that we work in.  They are members of lo-
cal planning boards, neighborhood associations, and garden clubs.  They refer 
landowners to us, and they call about “special places” that deserve to be pre-
served. 

 
We couldn’t live without them!  But, truth be told, there is another side to our members.  They 
tend to be a little – ahem! - impatient.   
 

• They are irritated by poorly planned development. 
• They are edgy about diminishing habitat for once abundant species.  
• They can be downright cranky about missed opportunities to preserve farmland or 

open natural areas for public enjoyment.    
 
Do you know someone who fits this profile?  Is this you?  Are you aggravated enough to join 
the Conservancy, or to renew your membership at the next higher level?   
 
Members give us the resources we need to pursue land protection efforts right here, in our 
backyards.  They give us the credibility to advocate for increased public and private support of 
land conservation in our region.  Currently, our members represent about 0.1% of the popula-
tion of Albany, Schenectady, and Montgomery Counties. 
 
Think of what we could accomplish if our membership grew to 1%!  This year the Conservancy 
will develop strategies to reach out to more people who care about protecting the natural heri-
tage of the Mohawk Hudson region.  In the meantime, we encourage aggravated people to join 
us by visiting www.mohawkhudson.org or by calling 436-6346. 
 

 
Grant Moves Rail Trail a Step Closer. 
 
Get Involved! 
 
We were delighted to receive word that Parks and Trails NY has selected us to receive a 
Healthy Trails, Healthy People grant.  As Albany County renews efforts to complete the acqui-
sition of the former D&H rail line, we will work with Parks and Trails NY to develop a commu-
nity vision for the rail trail and solidify community support.  We will also explore potential link-
ages to the trail in the Town of Bethlehem.  Planning on this project is just starting, so if you 
are interested in becoming involved, please let us know and we will keep you informed of fu-
ture meetings and events.                                                                                                    

 Jill Knapp 

Peggy Sherman 
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The Geisingers hadn’t originally planned to own so much 
land.  In 1996, they started looking for five to ten acres in 
the Capital District on which to build their dream home, a 
passive solar house with a sweeping southern exposure.  
They found nothing of interest until a visit from an old friend 
led them to contact an Elder of their church who was admin-
istering the estate of its long-time pastor, Dr. Herbert Me-
keel.  They describe their opportunity to acquire the land as 
“a gift from God” and call it Dorema, a biblical term with that 
meaning. 
 
Sandra and David have worked to make their gift an exam-
ple of environmentally responsible stewardship.  They have 
built a cozy, passive-solar home, and manage their woods 
under a long-term conservation plan.  They eat vegetables 
and fruits from their garden, enjoy the company of wildlife 
both from the house and on frequent walks, and may erect a 
small wind turbine in the future.  They hope that others will 
follow their lead, and they continue reaching out to 
neighbors near and far.  The Conservancy treasures their 
dedication to land conservancy and thanks them for saving 
this “special place.”     
         Jeff Leon 

(Continued from page 1) 

Geisingers 
Gibsons Protect Cass Hill Property  
 
In addition to 67 acres in Schenectady County (see story on 
page 1), the Conservancy announced in January the com-
pletion of a land conservation agreement with Walter and 
Alice Gibson on 106 acres in the Albany County Town of 
New Scotland.  The agreement provides the owners with 
assurance that the natural and scenic values of their prop-
erty will be permanently preserved. 
 
“We are really pleased to have this beautiful property pro-
tected from development for the future,” Mr. Gibson said 
upon completion of the agreement. 

The property is a long narrow parcel at the top of Cass Hill 
Road in New Scotland.  It occupies the ridge top on the 
eastern slope of Wolf Hill, protecting part of the 
Onesquethaw Creek watershed and the view from Clarks-
ville and its surroundings.  Bedrock is at the surface in many 
areas.  Below the ridge line are some small wetlands and 
springs that drain along the terrace and eventually flow off 
the property as a small waterfall.  The mostly wooded prop-
erty is visible from the Conservancy’s Bennett Hill Preserve 
and is located close to The Nature Conservancy’s Hanna-
croix Preserve. 
 
“This is one of the most visible properties in the Town.  We 
were delighted that the Gibsons wanted it protected,” said 
Jill Knapp, Executive Director of the Conservancy.  “They 
have made a tremendous contribution to the community by 
protecting this scenic ridge from development.” 
      Jill Knapp 

Calendar 
 
Saturday April 19, 11 to 3: 
ECOS Earth Day Celebration,  
Mabee Farm Historical Site, Rotterdam Jct. 
 
Sunday May 4,  Noon to 4 PM:  
Albany History Fair, Albany Visitors Center.  
 
Wednesday May 14, 6PM:  
MHLC Annual Awards Dinner, Stockade Inn, Schenectady. 
 
Sunday, September 21: 
Our Annual Gala; Save the Date! 

Ridgeline trail on the Gibson Property 
Members Protect Land 
 
By now you’ll have received your membership renewal let-
ter.  If you haven’t already responded, please take a mo-
ment to do so now.  A grow-
ing and committed member-
ship is the foundation of our 
efforts, providing information, 
volunteer support, and oper-
ating funds that allow us to 
expand our efforts and do 
intelligent planning and budg-
eting. 
 
We’ve got a new member-
ship brochure!   
 
Our sincere thanks to profes-
sional photographer, Dietrich 
Gehring, who donated most 
of the gorgeous photographs 
in our new membership bro-
chure.  We could not have 
produced such a high quality 
piece without his generous 
contribution.  Dietrich regu-
larly supplies us with striking 
photographs for other Con-
servancy purposes too.  
 
We hope this brochure will help others decide to become 
members of MHLC.  If you know of anyone who might be 
interested in joining us in our work, please let us know, and 
we will send them a copy of this new full-color publication. 
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Wednesday Trail Treks  
 
Come join us for hiking at our preserves.  Get good exercise and fresh air and meet like-minded fun folks!  You might 
want to bring a pair of pruning shears to help with light trail trimming. 
  
April 23, 10 a.m. - noon.  Normanskill Parcel 1, Town of Bethlehem, site of the view in our 2008 post card.  
Generally easy walking trails, with some steeper slopes.  2,200 feet of trails.  Meet at Slingerlands Community Church, 
1499 New Scotland Ave. at 10:00 a.m. to car pool to site. 
 
April 30, 10 a.m. - 3:00 p.m.  Wolf Creek Falls, Town of Knox.  
Generally easy walking trails, with a few small hills and some wet places.  3.2 miles of trails.  Meet at Slingerlands 
Community Church, 1499 New Scotland Ave. at 10:00 a.m. to car pool, or at Wolf Creek Falls Preserve at 10:45.  
Bring your lunch.   
 
May 7,  10 a.m. - 3:00 p.m.  Holt Preserve, Town of New Scotland.   
Mixed terrain with some flat and some moderately steep trails.  About 2 miles of trails.  Meet at Slingerlands Commu-
nity Church, 1499 New Scotland Ave. at 10:00 a.m. to car pool, or at Holt Preserve at 10:45.  Bring your lunch.   
 
May 14, 10 a.m. - 3:00 p.m.   Winn Preserve, Town of Knox.   
Mixed terrain with some easy, some steep trails.  About 2 miles of trails.  Meet at Slingerlands Community Church, 
1499 New Scotland Ave. at 10:00 a.m. to car pool, or at Winn Preserve at 10:45.  Bring your lunch. 
   
May 21, 10 a.m. - 3:00 p.m.  Bennett Hill Preserve, Town of New Scotland.  
Steep trail.  About 3 miles of trails.  Meet at Slingerlands Community Church, 1499 New Scotland Ave. at 10:00 a.m. to 
car pool, or at Bennett Hill Preserve at 10:45.  Bring your lunch.  
 
For directions to preserves, please see our web site: www.mohawkhudson.org.   
To register, please call MHLC office at 436-6346.   


