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President’s Message 
 
2006 was a year of achievement and growth for the Mo-
hawk Hudson Land Conservancy.  In 
our first full year after extending our 
services from Albany County into the 

Mohawk Valley, we 
completed transac-
tions with five land-
owners, adding 
more than 300 
acres (including 
over  140  in 
S c h e n e c t a d y 
County) to bring 
our total protected 
area to just over 
1 5 0 0  a c r e s .  

Through outreach and education ef-
forts, outings at our preserves and 
regular media coverage, we brought 
our message of Saving Special Places to a broad audi-
ence.  We strengthened our partnerships across the re-
gion with state and local government officials, and we 
launched a strategic planning process to chart our 
course for the next several years. 

 
The Conservancy’s vision is to pro-
vide a legacy of many protected 
special places which the communi-
ties of our area will be inspired to 
respect, care for and enjoy.  In 
2006, there were many sources of 

inspiration to energize our work: 
 

• the wisdom of conservationist Peter Berle at our May 
2006 annual meeting; 

• the extraordinary generosity of Steve Brown, Dud 
Crauer, Arne and Helen Loft and Cal Schmidt, our 
2006 donors of land and conservation agreements; 

• the “forever” view on a clear September day from the 
Rensselaerville home of Laura and Marvin Bolotsky, 
our hosts for our annual country gala; and 

• the everyday sights and sounds of the special places 
protected by the Conservancy, from a great blue heron 
wading in the Normanskill to the majestic Helderberg 
Escarpment over Indian Ladder Farms. 

 

Numerous supporters who share our goal of saving spe-
cial places contributed to the accomplishments described 
in this report.  Our membership grew by more than 25% to 

520 households and organizations.  
Our talented and committed staff, ex-
ecutive director Jill Knapp and program 
assistant Helen Smith, provided the 
day-to-day leadership to orchestrate 
the Conservancy’s many activities.   
 
In 2006, more than 100 volunteers 
cleared trails, led outings, worked at 
our annual fundraising gala or served 
on the committees whose work is de-
scribed, below.  The Board of Directors 
joins me in thanking members, staff 

and volunteers for a very successful 
year. 
                        Peggy Sherman 
 
 

Land Stewardship / Preservation 
 
The Land Stewardship / Preservation Committee reviewed 
a number of parcels of land for protection in 2006.  Using 
the Conservancy’s established criteria to evaluate lands 
for protection, the committee recommended that the board 
proceed with acquisition of two parcels in the Town of 
Knox; both were completed in 2006.  One parcel, donated 
by Arne and Helen Loft, added 18 acres to our Winn Pre-
serve; the other parcel, 138 acres donated by Stephen 
Brown, established a new preserve in the town that will be 
opened to the public in 2007.  

 
The acquisition of a 38-acre parcel 
adjacent to both Indian Ladder Farm 
and Black Creek Marsh State Wildlife 
Management Area was completed in 
September, when the property was 
acquired from Peter Ten Eyck. It has 
been offered to the Department of 
Environmental Conservation and will 
eventually be transferred to the State 

as an addition to the Wildlife Management Area..  
 
We completed work with two landowners in Glenville in 
December when we closed on conservation agreements 

Peggy Sherman, 
President First prize winner in our Mohawk Valley 

Views contest: M. J.  Davis, for this view 
of the falls on Bozenkill Creek, in The 
Nature Conservency’s Christman Pre-
serve, in Duanesburg.  
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permanently protecting 141 acres from development.  
The favorable press we received on these protection ef-
forts has generated interest from other landowners wish-
ing to protect their lands.  These two 
projects were partially funded by the 
New York Conservation Partnership 
Program administered by the Land 
Trust Alliance Northeast Program 
with support from the State of New 
York, and by the  William Gundry 
Broughton Foundation. 
 
The committees also took up some 
important policy discussions to pro-
vide guidance for our future land pro-
tection efforts.  Our stewardship en-
dowment policy was updated to reflect 
the true cost of protecting land in per-
petuity and recommendations for rais-
ing the endowment were discussed.  
A preserve naming policy was 
adopted and templates were developed for documenting 
and managing the resources on both easements and 
preserves.     
 
Membership / Development 
 
Membership increased from 408 in 2005 to 520 in 2006, 
an increase of 27%. Not only was the number of mem-
bers up in 2006, but total contributions increased as well.  
We thank all of you who contributed to our fund appeals.  
Our fund development plan calls for an annual increase 
of at least 150 members in each of  the next four years.    
 
We held our 2006 annual Gala in September at Marvin 
and Laura Bolotsky’s historic home in Rensselaerville.  
The weather cooperated to make for an enjoyable and 
profitable fundraiser for the Conservancy.  Generous 
contributions to the silent auction from many friends and 
members made for lively bidding and provided a signifi-
cant increase in revenue compared to 2005.  Our 2007 
Gala will be held at the Pruyn House in the Town of 
Colonie on Sunday, September 23.   
 

Six outings were held in 2006 to in-
troduce our members and friends to 
MHLC preserves and other natural 
areas in the region.  In 2006 we plan 
to have some special interest out-
ings for members to increase aware-
ness of some of the “special places” 
we have protected.   

 
Board Development  
 
The Board Development Committee has the crucial role 
of providing leadership for the Conservancy.  In 2006, 
the committee recruited two new members, one to fill 
Lois Porter’s expiring term and the other to fill a vacant 
position.  We regretted Lois’ decision not to continue on 
the board, but appreciate her willingness to stay on as an 
active member of the Land Stewardship/Preservation 
Committee.  In January 2007, we welcomed Judy Thom-

son and David Barnet as new board members.   
In addition to identifying and recruiting board members, 
the committee is responsible for providing board members 

with information to assist them in fulfill-
ing their legal responsibilities as direc-
tors of a not-for-profit corporation.  A 
revised position description from board 
members was drafted in 2006 to clarify 
some of these duties and this was ap-
proved by the board in January 2007.  
The committee is actively seeking po-
tential board members who can bring a 
diversity of skills to the Conservancy 
and help us connect with our mem-
bers.  
 

Public Information 
 
We completed our efforts to have a con-
sistent logo, tag line and brand image.  

The committee published three newsletters in 2006, updat-
ing friends and members on the Conservancy’s activities.  
Our website was updated and improved to provide timely 
information about our programs and activities.  We encour-

age you to check our website mo-
hawkhudson.org regularly for up-
dates on outings and volunteer op-
portunities.  Underwriting for “In Your 
Backyard” on WAMC expanded our 
outreach via the air waves.  Newspa-
pers across the region provided ex-

cellent coverage of many of our pro-
grams and activities.  Our new 4 

panel display made its debut at the Altamont Fair where 
we had a booth in  the Grange Hall. 
 
Tri-Village Greenway 
 
The committee had a very productive year in promoting 
land conservation activities and increasing awareness of 
our preserves in the Town of Bethlehem.  In May, a benefit 
concert by the Friendship Singers raised over $800 which 
was donated to the Conservancy for the installation of ki-
osks at our Phillipinkill, Swift, and Normanskill Preserves.  
These will be installed in the Spring of 2007.   
 
Discussions with the Bethlehem High School Science De-
partment led to interest in using the Swift Preserve as an 
outdoor classroom.  During the summer, a team of teach-
ers developed teaching materials that incorporate field 
trips to the preserve into the 9th and 10th grade earth sci-
ence and biology curricula.  It is anticipated that classes 
will start visiting the preserve in the Spring of 2007.  Trails 
were developed at the Normanskill Preserve which provide 
scenic views of the Stevens Farm, as well as access to the 
creek.  Further trail work is planned for the  Preserve.   
 
Monthly meetings, well-attended by local residents, ener-
gize this committee and provide opportunities for volun-
teers to actively participate in the work of the Conser-
vancy. This committee meets on the second Tuesday of 

(Continued on page 5) 

Second prize: To Howard C. Ohlhous for 
this view of the Mohawk Valley and 
Adirondacks beyond, from Crawford 
Road in Princetown. 

Honorable Mention 
Howard C. Olhous 

Honorable Mention 
Matt Milless 
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Benefactor  
$1000 or more 
 
Dr. & Mrs. John W. Abbuhl 
Kevin and Lisa Barron 
Bender Family Foundation 
Matt & Phoebe Bender 
Marvin & Laura Bolotsky 
Stephen Brown 
G. Dudley Crauer 
Sally Daly 
Dan & Maureen Driscoll 
Fred & Jean Eckel 
Dr. & Mrs. Alexander Filipp 
Hart with Hart Family Foundation 
Jeff & Judy Leon 
Erick McCandless 
Lois & Donald Porter 
Marlene W. & Robert G. Prentiss 
Prudential Foundation 
Ted & Sherry Putney 
Lawrence I. & Blanche H.  
Rhodes Memorial Fund, Inc. 
Cal Schmidt 
Charles P. & Nancy C. Scholes 
Selkirk Cogen 
John & Margaret Sherman 
 
Patron $500 - $999 
 
Claudia Anderson & Lewis Buck-
man 
Anina laCour, DVM 
Betty Lou Bailey 
Joseph & Ellen Bernier 
Mary & John Brennan 
Tom & Lisa Evans 
Lorraine Ferguson & Bruce 
Sowalski 
Rodger Fink 
Helene Goldberger & Paul Bait-
sholts 
Jeff Jones & Eleanor Stein 
Robert & Nancy Lynk 
George Martin 
Betty & Bill Nathan 
Lauri & Rob Plattner 
Ray Rettig & Christine Galvin 
Ken Ringler & Marty DeLaney 
Andrew Rooney 
Neil Schwingruber 
Henry Stebbins & Val Washington 
David Tieman 
Louis & Inga Tomson 
Merle C. Winn 
Winston & Christine Wong 
Robert and Barbara Zittel 
 
Sponsor $250 - $499 
 
Carol Ash 
Don & Rhonda Ballou 
Charles & Estelle Bennett 
David Bolotsky & Barbara Becker 
Jerry & Gail Weller Brown 

Dominic Carota 
Virginia Carter 
Kevin Casutto & Diane Dean 
Dr. & Mrs. Frederick Eames 
Don & Ann Eberle 
Charles & Ruth Estey 
David & Sandra Geisinger 
Audrey Hawkins 
Michael & Carole Huxley 
Mr. & Mrs. William C. Janeway 
Sally & Ted Jennings 
Mary E. Jones 
Jill Knapp 
Kevin B. Kuhne 
Malcolm Pirnie, Inc. 
Charles & Barbara Manning 
David & Frances Martin 
Louise McNeilly 
John & Sheila Morroni 
Nigro Companies 
Melissa Palmer 
John Privitera & Louise Tarantino 
Anne Reynolds & Ed McCorry 
Jeannette & Bill Rice 
Fred & Martha Schroeder 
Mr. & Mrs. Robert H. Sloan 
Helen and Bob Smith 
Spiro Socaris & Lisa Trubitt 
Michael & Carolyn Sterthous 
Peter & Janis Sutherland 
Judy & Steve Thomson 
Traditional Strings 
Ronald & Carolyn Tweedie 
John & Peggy Van Deloo 
Nancy Veeder 
Nancy & Austin Woodward 
Young, Sommer, Ward, Ritzenberg,  
Baker & Moore, LLC 
 
Supporting $100 - $249 
 
Albany Chapter - ADK 
Lawrence & Penny Alden 
Connie and Mark Alesse 
Louis Alexander 
David Barnet 
Kate Beale & Bob Boehm 
Richard 
 & Yvonne Berschwinger 
David Blabey 
Robert & Barbara Blum 
David & Eileen Bosworth, Jr. 
Alvin & Sharon Breisch 
Diane & Mike Breslin 
Inge Jacobs Carmola 
Joseph Castiglione 
Colleen and Scott Stevens 
Mr. & Mrs. Thomas P. Connolly 
Tammy Cousins 
Dr. Margaret Craven & Frank 
Snowden 
Elsa G. deBeer 
Barbara Delaney & Russ Dunn 
Robert & Kathleen Donovan 
Stephen & Wil Downs 

Barbara Dudley 
Glenn N. Durban 
Karen & Nick Dyer 
Joann Eckstut 
Lynn & Geoffrey Edmunds 
Dr. Michael & Joanne Esposito 
Dr. Mary Evans 
Mark Fitzsimmons 
Fort Orange Garden Club, Inc. 
French's Hollow Fairways 
Mark & Martha Frey 
Alan Goldberg 
Mr. & Mrs. Christopher Gorka 
Dr. & Mrs. William B. Greenough, III 
Nancy Gutterman 
HSBC Philanthropic Programs 
Laura A. Haight & Andrew Labruzzo 
Nancy Heinzen & Gregory Strizich 
Sarah Ingalls 
Hon. Gerald D. Jennings 
Jocelyn Jerry 
Ed Kautz & Nancy Peterson 
Mark & Kristen King 
Robert & JoAnne King 
Robert F. Koenig 
David & Ann Krischer 
Dr. Douglas Larsen 
Susan Lawrence 
Joseph & Mary LoGiudice 
Roseann G. Lohrey 
Betsy & Jim Lyons 
Glen Martin 
George & Kathleen McNamee 
Skip & Merri Meislahn 
Stephen Mesick 
Bill Morrison 
Carole Nemore 
William & Katy O'Rourke 
Joseph & Rita Okoniewski 
John Overbeck & Donna May Crego 
Laura Paris 
Don & Gail Pearsall 
Sallie Pellman 
Kevin Phelan 
Dr. Susan Phillips 
Ursula Poland 
Grace and Bill Rainey 
Judith Ratner 
Dr. Judith Rettig 
George & Ingrid Robinson 
Phyllis Rosenblum 
Alice Schrade 
Pete & Dodie Seagle 
Lee Shapiro 
George H. Shaw 
David L. Shern, Ph.D. 
Susan & John Simon 
Sir Speedy Printing 
John Smolinsky & Ellen Prakken 
Stephanie Sorrentino & Kevin Cleary 
Gwen Spicer & David Fitzgerald 
Karen Strong 
Peter & Rose-Marie Ten Eyck 
Dr. & Mrs. Clifford Tepper 
Patty & Kent Troup 

John & Sally van Schaick 
Janet Walker 
Stephanie White 
Nancy G. Winn 
Margaret A. Witbeck 
Kristina E. Younger 
 
Contributing $50 – $99 
 
ADK-Schenectady Chapter 
Shirley Anderson & Robert Fisher 
Wayne & Ann B'Rells 
Jeffrey & Martha Baker 
Kenneth R. Baker 
Jean Balint 
Martin Barr 
Richard D. Belleville 
Allison Bennett 
Michele Atallah & George Benson 
Daina Bray 
Patrick E. Brown, Esq. 
Kathleen Buckley 
Carl Chalek 
Ann Chapman 
Dr. Lester I. Citrin 
Kevin & Patricia Corcoran 
Doris R. Creegan 
Donna Crisafulli 
Jack & Sheila Daniels 
Katherine Daniels 
Linda & Philip Drew 
Maude Dunlap 
John Fallon & Barbara Coughlin 
GE Foundation 
Lee Gabrilovitch & Blair Horner 
Tom & Beverly Gallup 
Charles & Jean Gehring 
Edward & Nancy Gifford 
Eric & Susan Hilliard 
John & Jean Hoagland 
Jeffrey Edwards 
The Klamka Family 
Lois E. Klatt 
Anne Kuppinger & Dan Liebert 
George Leveille 
Edna Litten 
Cathie Love 
Joseph & Kathleen Martens 
John & Joan Leary Matthews 
Matthew & Jennifer Mauer 
Hon. John J. McEneny 
Marion F. Michaels 
Ed & Marie Miles 
Tom Milner 
Michael & Mary Ellen Moore 
Tolga Morawski 
Cathy Munson-Klein & John H. 
Munson 
Richard A. Orsi 
Russ & Amy Pokorny 
Bob Reilly 
Rosemarie Rosen 
Nancy Rucks & Tom Hart 
Steven Schrade 

2006 Donors  
Thank you to all who provided financial support through generous contributions of cash 

 and/or donations of goods and services.  
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Marion Schwager & Roman 
Hedges 
Paul Scilipoti & Carly Wright 
MaryAnn & Bruce Shubert 
Peter Stoj & Mona Wasserman 
Dr. & Mrs. Edwin Taft 
Hertha Thayer 
Tough Traveler 
Tri County Fair Society 
George & Jan VanEtten 
Mari Vosburgh 
Lisa Walker 
Dolores M. Wilson 
Charles & Judith Wing 
Caleb Wistar 
Neil F. Woodworth 
Steve Young & Laura Lehtonen 
 
Friend $35 - $49 
 
Bessie Argiris 
Annette Argyros 
Katherine Armstrong & Chester 
Harvey 
Gerard & Augustine Balascio 
Carolynn S. Barry 
Elizabeth Berberian 
Sarah & Donald Birn 
Eleanor F. Bowman 
Ann & David Brandon 
Mary & Dave Bryan 
Terri & Joe DeMaria 
Waltraut & Rudolf Deibel 
Frances & David Dembling 
Mara & Steven Elliott 
Reed & Jody Ference 
Barbara Flindt 
Diana Frangos 
Judy & Roy Fruiterman 
Emily & Jay Gallagher 
Eugene & Barbara Garber 
Carl & Gail George 
Rick Georgeson 
Christine & Bernard Grossman 
Holly Hawkes 
Helmut Hirsch & Helen Ghiradella 
Albert J. Howard 
Steve Jones 
Bob Lange 
Steven Largetau 

Arden Leach 
Bill & Christine Lee 
Leo and Carol Reynolds 
Kathleen Logiudice & John Blanchard 
Judy & Don Mark 
David & Sandra Martin 
Neil & Wanda Martin 
Parker Mathusa 
Maureen & John McAlary 
Marie & Peter McHugh 
Sharon Lee McNulty 
Otto & Ursula Mertz 
Sam Messina 
Elizabeth Miller 
John & Hedi Moore 
Ilona Muhlich 
Roberta Nunn 
Jeffrey O'Donnell 
Ron, Carol & Stacy Palmer 
Marion Raymond 
Robert & Helen Ringlee 
Mike Ritty & Sue Bogdan 
Don & Cicilia Rodbell 
Richard & Mary Ann Ronconi 
Mr. & Mrs. Lewis C. Rubenstem 
Nancy Ryan 
Janine Saatman 
Audrey Seidman 
William & Marjory Simmons 
Jonathan B. Skinner 
Jacqueline Skolnik 
Smith's Tavern 
Don Snell 
Gary Sottosanti 
James & Wendy Suozzo 
William & Stephanie Swire 
Evelyn Tenenbaum 
Marvin P. Weaver 
Philip & Marjorie Whitney 
Paulene Williman 
Carol Young 
 
Up to $34 
 
Jim & Carol Ackerman 
Albany Friends Meeting 
Ron & Iris Berger 
Jean G. Berkey 
Lonnie D. Clar 
Nancy A. Clark 

Peg Clement 
John & Barbara Cooley 
Charles & Joann Dawson 
Allan & Debra DeFazio 
Irene Econome 
Kenneth & Sandra Evans 
Mrs. Ethel C. Foley 
Miles Garfinkel 
Catherine Graichen & Gregg Re-
cer 
Elliott & Nancy Greene 
Denise Hackert-Stoner 
Barry Isenberg 
Randy Jennings 
Wallace John 
Peter Kelly 
Joan Kinsley 
Kenneth Knapp 
Alan and Shirley Lewis 
Ray & Kelly Lopez 
Marie Masters 
Ruth Matrese 
Marylou McCall 
John Meany 
Robert Miller 
Ronald H. Miller 
Dr. Stanley J. Moore 
Dr. Matthew J. Murnane 
Sigrin & Jonathan Newell 
Pamela Otis 
Francis H. Person, Jr. 
Arden Rauch 
Mark & Cheryl Reeder 
Aindrea Richard 
Neil Rosenstrauch 
Alexander & Peggy Rudis 
Ana Maria Sanchez & George 
Steele 
William & Carolyn Sarbello 
Sandra Scott 
Ericka Small 
Geoffrey N. Stein 
Hon. Leslie Stein 
Henry & Terry Tedeschi 
Craig Thompson & Rose Anne 
Woodard 
William & Virginia Traver 
Lois M. Troup 
Margaret A. Wallingford 
Gary Weber 

Mark & Pola Yolles 
Judith J. Young 
Donna Zimmerman 
 
Donors of Goods and  
Services 
 
A. V. Costa 
Angela's Pizza & Pasta 
Ben & Jerry's Ice Cream Parlor 
Di Napoli Opticians 
Hokkaido  
Indian Ladder Farms 
KEM Cleaners, Inc. 
Nicole's Restaurant 
Pearl's Pet Food & Supplies 
Price Chopper 
Reigning Cats & Dogs 
Spectrum Theatres 
Steiner's Sports 
Traditional Strings 
Noel Abbott 
Claudia Anderson & Lewis Buckman 
Kevin & Elizabeth Barron 
David Bolotsky 
Marvin & Laura Bolotsky 
Stephen Brown 
Dudley Crauer 
Barbara Delaney & Russ Dunn 
Dan & Maureen Driscoll 
Lorraine Ferguson & Bruce Sowalski 
Dr. & Mrs. Alexander Filipp 
Rodger L. Fink 
Charles & Jean Gehring 
Dietrich Gehring 
Helene Goldberger & Paul Baitsholts 
Joe Hetko 
Kevin B. Kuhne 
Arne & Helen Loft 
Robert & Nancy Lynk 
Heather Massaro 
Melissa Palmer 
Lois & Donald Porter 
Ted & Sherry Putney 
Jeff & Judy Leon 
Calvin Schmidt 
Charles & Nancy Scholes 
John & Margaret Sherman 
Jeff Jones & Eleanor Stein 
Henry Stebbins & Val Washington 
Stephanie White 
 

2006 Donors (continued) 

 
Vistas, the Annual Report of the Mohawk Hudson Land Conservancy is published each Spring by 
the Conservancy, PO Box 567 Slingerlands, NY 12159. (518) 436-6346 or 
www.mohawkhudson.org.  
 
Vistas is edited by Rodger Fink (rfink@nycap.rr.com) and is available in color at 
www.mohawkhudson.org/pubs.htm.  
 
The Mohawk Hudson Land Conservancy is partially funded by the New York Conservation 
Partnership Program administered by the Land Trust Alliance Northeast Program with support 
from the State of New York. 
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most months.  New members are always welcome. Call 
436-6346 for the date of the next meeting. 
 
Mohawk Valley 
 
The Mohawk Valley Committee 
kicked off the Mohawk Valley Views 
Contest in the spring to increase 
awareness of the scenic resources in 
Schenectady and Montgomery coun-
ties. With good publicity from the 
Schenectady Gazette, the contest 
attracted numerous entrants who 
regularly submitted pictures of places 
throughout the region that they con-
sidered picturesque.   
 
The committee, in cooperation with 

the Town of Glenville, 
also hosted a work-
shop by University at Albany Professor 
Gary Kleppel who discussed land use 
planning. This workshop was well re-
ceived.  
 
In the Fall of 2006, John Davis, a Univer-
sity at Albany student, began working on a 
Geographic Information System (GIS) 
study of the open space resources in 

Montgomery County.  John’s work will provide the Con-
servancy with a detailed analysis of the natural, historic, 
and cultural resources to guide our future land conserva-
tion efforts in the county.  
                                          
Executive Director’s Message 
 

Our progress in 2006 was remark-
able!  We surpassed our land protec-
tion goals for the year with the gener-
ous donations from Stephen Brown 
and Arne and Helen Loft.  We com-
pleted the purchase of a 37-acre par-
cel adjacent to Indian Ladder Farm 
which enlarges the protection of the 
Black Creek Marsh in the Town of 
Guilderland.  We culminated the year 
by closing on two easements with 

landowners in the Town of Glenville, which protect his-
torically and geologically important lands.  In total, we 
protected 333 acres of “special places” in 2006.   
 
We revived our past educational programming efforts in 
2006 when we hosted three educational programs.  
These programs, which attracted an average attendance 
of approximately 60 people, provided community officials 
and local residents with information on land use planning 
and open space protection.  The evaluations of all pro-
grams were good and we plan to do more outreach in 
2007. 
 
We initiated a strategic planning process in 2006, recog-
nizing that the Conservancy, as a “staffed” organization, 
had significantly increased its capacity and a new plan 
was needed.  The Board of Directors adopted our new 
strategic plan at the February 2007 board meeting.  This 

ambitious plan provides guidance for the next four years 
as we further refine and develop the organization.  We will 

strive to meet the ambitious goals we 
have set for ourselves in this plan: stra-
tegically conserving more land; en-
hancing the management of lands we 
currently protect; increasing awareness 
and public commitment to land conser-
vation; and strengthening our organiza-
tion.  We have a lot to accomplish in 
the next few years, but I believe we are 
well on our way to saving many more 
special places throughout the Mohawk 
Hudson region.     
 
I thank all of the board members, com-
mittee members, volunteers, and our 
Program Assistant, Helen Smith, who 
have contributed their time, effort, and 
expertise to making the past year such 

a success.  I look forward to what we can achieve together 
in 2007.                                                          
     Jill Knapp 
 

Treasurer’s Report 
 
The Conservancy again made excellent progress in 2006 
against its plan to increase fund development to meet the 
costs of staff and its obligations for stewardship of land.  
Total Income more than doubled, with the most significant 
factor an increase in Contributions to nearly $83,000 in 
2006 versus nearly $39,000 the prior year. Also notewor-
thy was a significant increase in income from our Gala. 

Total Expenses increased in line with our budget, more 
than double last year.  Most of the increase is related to 
our having staff for the full year.  Without our staff, it is uni-
maginable that we could have made so much progress in 
building a stronger Conservancy.  Our Net Ordinary In-
come of nearly $52,000 was much better than our break-
even budget for the year, although approximately $35,000 
of this was due to use of  Restricted Grants received in 
prior years whose income we recognized in 2006 by meet-
ing the restrictions. 
 

Looking ahead to 2007, we have 
again planned a break-even 
budget with the hope that, once 
again, we will gain many new 
supporters, and that all our mem-
bers will consider increasing their 

level of support so we can im-
prove over the budget.  The Con-
servancy has responsibility for 

perpetual stewardship of lands it accepts for preservation.  
Meeting this responsibility will not be possible without in-
creasingly generous support. 
      Jeff Leon 
 
 
 

Jill Knapp 
Executive Director 

Third prize: To Ronald Burch for this view 
of the Mohawk River  and Glenville Hills 
from the Mabee Farm Historic Site in Rot-
terdam. 

Hon. Mention 
Neil Shapiro 

Honorable Mention 
Howard C. Olhous 

  2006 2005 %chg 
Total Income 183,584 90,251 134 

Total Expenses 131,667   52,483    150 
Net Ordinary Income   51,917   37,768      37 



6 

 

Mohawk Hudson Land Conservancy 
Board of Directors 

Margaret Sherman 
President  
Jeff Jones  

Vice President 
Anne Reynolds  

Secretary 

Jeff Leon  
Treasurer 

Joe Castiglione  
Legal Counsel  

 

Paul Baitsholts 

David Barnet 
Dan Driscoll 
Tom Evans  
Susan Filipp  
Rodger Fink 

Mark King  
Erick McCandless  

Ted Putney 
Mike Sterthous 
Judy Thomson 

Jill Knapp, Executive Director;  Helen Smith, Program Assistant 

Coming Events 
 
May 5, 1:30 PM - Hike for the Hearty  
Explore our new Schiffendecker Farm Preserve.  Call 436-6346 for more information. 
 
May 6, 12:00 - 4:00 PM - Albany History Fair  
Visit our display at the fair.  Albany Heritage Area Visitors Center, Quackenbush Square at the corner of Clinton and Broadway in downtown Albany. 
 
May 16 - Annual Meeting  
Join us for our Annual Meeting and dinner at the Stockade Inn in Schenectady.  Our guest speaker will be Carol Ash, Acting Commissioner of the New 
York State Office of Parks, Recreation and Historic Preservation. Watch for your invitation or call 436-6346 for reservations. 
 
May 20, 8:00 AM - Birds and Bagels 
Expert birdwatcher Frank Murphy will lead this Rensselaerville outing. Call Helene Goldberger at 797-3139. 
 
June 2,  2:00-4:00  PM - Hike with Your Hound.   
Bring your family and your dog for a leisurely afternoon stroll at our Phillipinkill Preserve. 
 
September 23 - Our Annual Country Gala 
Save the date for this festive event to be held on the beautiful grounds of the historic Pruyn House in Colonie. 

 Mohawk Hudson Land Conservancy 
P.O. Box 567 
Slingerlands, NY 12159 
www.mohawkhudson.org 
(518) 436-6346 
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